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1. Create a timeline from 1909 to 2124.  On the timeline show the following:

a.
Effective dates of major rewrites or amendments to the copyright act including at least the following:  1909 Act, 1976 Act, Berne Compliance Act, automatic renewal act, copyright term extension acts.

b.
The date for which all copyrighted material created and published before that date is already in the public domain.

c.
The earliest date on which a renewal of the oldest possible copyrighted material would be affected by the copyright extension act of 1998.

d.
The date for which copyrighted work created after that date became automatically renewed.

e.
The last date on which the renewal concept matters.

f.
The first date for which the right of termination will come into effect.

g.
The date(s) when works created in 1978 will enter the public domain (assuming no further copyright extensions and no relinquishment of the copyright to the public domain).

h.
The dates when works created in 2004 will enter the public domain (assuming no further copyright extensions and no relinquishment of the copyright to the public domain).

i.
The relevant dates for recapturing lost foreign copyrights.

j.
The timeframes of the various standards for obtaining a copyright.

2. Explain the importance of publication under the 1909 Act.

3. Explain the importance of publication under the 1976 Act before the Berne Compliance Act.

4. Explain the importance of publication after the effective date of the Berne Compliance act.

For each of the following questions 5-15, provide the following information:

a.
When was the renewal date?  

b.
Assuming it was renewed, when did/will the copyright expire?  

c.
Does it matter whether it was a pseudonymous or anonymous work or a work by a natural person?  Explain.

d.
What, if any, formalities had to be complied with for the work to be copyrighted.

5. A work created and published in 1922.  

6. A work created and published in 1923.  

7. A work created and published in 1953.  

8. A work created and published in 1963.

9. A work created and published in 1964.

10. A work created and published in 1980.

11. Shana paints an original picture in 1933 and obtains a copyright in it that year.  She then sells it to an art collector, Abebe, for $100.  Abebe then displays it in his studio, but does not put it up for sale.  30 years later people respond to this painting so strongly that Abebe makes posters of it and sells them.  Does Shana have a copyright claim against Abebe?  What, if any, additional information would you need to know?

12. What if Shana had painted the picture in 1943 and everything else was the same (30 years, etc.)?

13. What if Shana had painted it in 1973?

14. Assume now that Shana painted in 1980 and licensed Abebe to make prints, all for just $200.  When, if ever, would Shana be able to renegotiate her deal with Abebe? 

15. Could she get the painting back?

